October 24th, 2010

Hi 

Not too much to write about this week. The big story was the typhoon that HK managed to evade. A 'super typhoon' – the strongest anywhere in the world this year with wind speeds at times estimated at 275 km/k!! - had passed over the Philippines causing a lot of damage and flattening several villages. It then headed across the South China Sea towards Hainan and Vietnam but when it was south of HK, suddenly did a 90° turn and headed straight for us. But eventually it veered slightly eastward and missed up but caused a lot of damage in Taiwan. The weather here was actually very good with little wind, but the hotel management in charge of the pool closed it for Thursday and Friday because the Number 3 signal was raised even though there was no reason to do so. HK has not actually had a strong typhoon for many years and many young people do not know what they are like. 

I mentioned some time ago that HK will soon enact a minimum wage law, probably HK$28 an hour. The law was necessary as a couple of years ago, the government had asked the private sector to voluntarily do this but (of course!) it was a dismal failure. And now, there is talk to reduce the number of working hours. Most people have to work very long hours, mostly without extra pay. HK is fifth from the bottom in the world rankings of number of working hours. I just heard on the radio that this works out to a total of about 250 million overtime hours a year, mostly unpaid, which saves employers an estimated HK$24 billion! 

I have spent most of the week writing chapters for the (slight) adaptation of the Singapore Junior Secondary Science books for Thailand. Most will be modifications of chapters I have written for other books. Together with this, I have a lot to do. Still reading material about the history of Syria-Palestine. And also, I downloaded (very good) tutorials from the internet on how to create (web) documents using HTML language. However, I still have not been able to find out how to convert files to http files, so that they can be placed on the internet directly instead of indirectly through a web page or Google docs (heard of this?). 

I read in the letter I wrote last year, that a HK-developed electric car was[image: image1.jpg]


 launched. It is very small and has a top speed of only 64 km/h and there are very few points for recharging the batteries. Have heard very little of it subsequently so don't think it has caught on. 


Next Saturday, the 30th, the All Blacks and the Wallabies play the fourth and final Bledisloe Cup match in HK. I don't know how many tickets have been sold now. Following the match, each team goes to Europe to play several tests (though not against each other). 


To fill up a bit of space in this letter, I will mention how I got rather annoyed last night. I had placed a plate of left-over cooked rice in the fridge and the next time I opened the door, it slid out and spilled all over the floor! Bad enough it happening, but I am aware of such things happening and am usually careful. This is partly due to my training in (organic) chemistry where, in the preparation of compounds, uses a lot of glassware, substances and heating, and so is not unlike cooking and which trains one to be very careful in handling these things. I think I have mentioned the time when I blew up a 'hydrogenator' (a machine used to add hydrogen to substances) when doing my Master of Science. I had connected the machine to a cylinder of hydrogen gas and then left it overnight as normal. The temperature inside the machine increases to about 250°C  and the gas pressure inside it increases to about 200 atmospheres. Any pressure greater than this causes the safety valve to blow. Well that is just what happened. And the (not unpleasant) smell of my compound permeated the whole building for about a week! I soon figured out what caused the explosion. In previous uses, I had been using hydrogen cylinders that were almost empty so the initial gas pressure was low and on heating did not exceed the limit (gas pressure increases as temperature increases). But this time, I did not realise that they had replaced a nearly-empty cylinder with a new full cylinder and so the initial gas pressure was much higher. Hence with heating, it went above the maximum limit. But the worst thing was that the compound in the hydrogenator was all lost and as that was all my had, I had to prepare it again which took several weeks! 


That’s about it.  

Cheers
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